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The Calvary Communicator

Our Mission Statement
Empowered with God’s Spirit, we worship by:
Opening our hearts to all.
Letting God’s love, joy and peace in Jesus Christ
Shine through us

Christmas Humor
Are there Christmas gifts that you want to get rid of?
Just put them in an Amazon box and put it on your
porch.
Why are Christmas trees so bad at sewing?
They always drop their needles.
How much did Santa pay for his sleigh?
Nothing! It was on the house.
What do you get if you cross Santa with a duck?
A Christmas quacker!
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What do sheep say to each other at Christmas?
“Merry Christmas to ewe.”

If you would like to submit articles
or have suggestions for future
topics, please email:
wporps2031@charter.net
PLEASE CONTACT
DONNA NOFFSINGER
(951-543-3323)
if you have any ideas for
fundraising for our church.

Ken Noffsinger
Garrett Youra

1-18
1-24

JANUARY 2022 PARTICIPATION SCHEDULE
PLEASE NOTE: If you are unable to fulfill your duty on the Sunday assigned to you, please trade weeks
with someone.
JANUARY 02

HU Tom Krumpen
UG Dave Stevens

L Marlene Engstrom
C Kathy Wolfe
BF Barb Reynolds

S Kevin Coursey
N Amber Coursey

UG Garrett Youra
UG Kathy Wolfe

L Donna Noffsinger
C Linda Stoddard
BF Linda Stoddard

S Kevin Coursey
N Kathy Wolfe

16

HU Tom Krumpen
UG Sarah Greenwood

L Marlene Engstrom
C Bonnie Porps
BF Barb Snyder

S Kevin Coursey
N Amber Coursey

23

HU Glen Carnahan
UG Kathy Wolfe

L Tom Krumpen
C Nancy Cayo
BF Kathy Wolfe

S Kevin Coursey
N Amber Coursey

30

HU Tom Krumpen
UG Dave Stevens

L Marlene Engstrom
C Kathy Wolfe
BF Barb Reynolds

S
N Amber Coursey

09

Checking to see if we have your email. In 2022 we would like to reach more
friends and members by email. Monthly newsletters, special announcements
arrive faster. Please email Bonnie (wporps2031@charter.net) with your
email address.

Looking for sponsors for our monthly newsletters. Although we
are trying to send the newsletters via email, some people do not
have email addresses. Cost of printing and mailing are still
incurred each month. Share a month with someone. Cost is $50
per month. Just put your check in an envelope, mark the month you
would like to sponsor, and either drop it in the offering plate or mail
to the church.

JANUARY NEWSLETTER SPONSOR IS:
NANCY SWANSON

Calvary and Wilmot Methodist Churches will be working together again
in 2022 on collecting items for Operation Christmas Child.
JANUARY – Collecting soap, soap boxes, combs and washcloths.
FEBRUARY – Continue collecting same items as in January along with
toothbrushes and toothbrush boxes.
Place your items in the box marked Operation Christmas Child located in
the Narthex.

When weather conditions are poor for travel – check the following
TV or radio stations to find out if Calvary Church will be closed for
its Sunday Service:
Channel 4
WTMJ – Milwaukee
WKTI - 94.5 fm radio
WTMJ – 620 am radio

Annual Meeting to be held:
Sunday, January 30
Following Worship Service

COMMITTEE REPORTS DUE
If you have not yet submitted your reports,
please submit as soon as possible in preparation
for our Annual Meeting on January 30.

Board Meetings will be held:
Third Wednesday of the month – 6:00 pm

Christmas or Easter - Which is More Important?
We each have our own answer to this question, I’m sure.
As we witnessed in December, our society places a high valuation on the holiday we call
Christmas. Most of us get caught up in it, whether we call it the Christmas Spirit or the
Holiday Frenzy. We make or buy gifts for loved ones and friends, plus decorate our
apartments and homes, and plan for a family meal if at all possible.
And we prepare for Easter too. We may color Easter eggs in the kitchen and hide them
indoors or outdoors for the annual Easter egg hunt. Then there are the Easter bunnies, Easter
candies, hot-crossed buns, and Easter dinners. Once upon a time, there were even Easter
parades.
One way of sizing up our national preference is to see how much we spend on these
holidays. Our national economy depends much more on our Christmas shopping than on our
Easter shopping. To hazard a guess , I’d say that we spend one hundred times more on
Christmas than we do on Easter. Do you think so too? Perhaps that happens because our
preparation for Christmas begins at least four to six weeks in advance of the holiday, while
our preparation for Easter might be all of two weeks at the most. Culturally speaking, we
give Christmas the nod as being the most popular.
But on the other hand, the gospel writers, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, favor Easter, the
day of the Resurrection of our Lord, over Christmas, the day of Jesus’ birth. Why do you say
this, Pastor? Without getting theologically over my head, I’ll just point out a simple fact that
we all can check out in order to prove that my and their claim is true.
With your Bible in hand, check to see which of the four gospels conclude with Jesus’ death
and resurrection. Now look to see how many of them begin with Jesus’ nativity. The score is
four gospels for including the resurrection, and two for including the birth. Our Christian
forebears chose these four gospels to be in the “canon.” They surely believed that Easter was
essential, while Christmas was nonessential, that your salvation and mine are closely
intertwined with Jesus’ death on the cross on Good Friday and with his resurrection on the
first day of the week.
To me, this doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t share in the joy of Christmas, it’s happiness,
gaiety, gift-giving, decorating and feasting. To me it means that my life as a Christian, my
spiritual wellbeing, my relationship with others, and my prayers for God’s kingdom to come
are best grounded in the reality of our Holy One’s resurrection and all that it promises to
everyone.
- Pastor Steve

Coffee with the Interim Pastor, Anyone?
By “coffee” I mean a time when we might sit down and chat, casually,
conversationally, no pressure, in your home, at a restaurant, or at church, mainly to
get acquainted.
What would we “chat” about? Of course, your thoughts and questions are the most
important ones. We’ll talk about whatever you’d like, but since I’m your Interim
Pastor, we will probably talk too about faith, convictions, and our church, but
definitely will not be limited to that.
I do love to talk about the Bible. I see myself as a student of the Bible, always
wanting to know more, reading it and about it every week, of course, for sermon
preparation, delving into its contradictions and inconsistencies and always learning
in the process. If you ask me about this or that in the Bible, you’ll be flattering me
to no end, and I’d love to talk with about whatever curiosity you might have about
it.
Family - I’d love to learn about your family. I like hearing about siblings, children,
nieces and nephews, matriarch Grandma Betty, and long-lost Uncle Jim. I’ve taken
some specialized classes in the family. Three times a year I attend the Advanced
Clergy Clinic in Family Systems. It’s benefitted me in my own family and in
understanding every church as a family. Families are the greatest, but not without
their messes, of course.
As to when we could meet, Sundays afternoons I am still in town, so I could easily
stop at anyone’s home, or meet at a restaurant or at church for coffee or lunch. I do
want to be on the “safe” side, so I hope you are vaccinated as I am. There’s lots we
could talk about. I look forward to hearing from you.
Blessings, Steve
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